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                                                   ABSTRACT
The article analysed the impacts of rural -urban migration in Nigeria. Historical 
background to rural – urban migration was given. Categories of people that migrate 
and causes of rural urban migration were also highlighted .prominent amongst the 
reasons were state creation in 1967, 1976 , 1987, 1991, and 1996, as well as near 
absence of social amenities and intfrastructure in the rural areas, etc, Reduction in 
Agricultural activities in the rural areas and its attendant effects on the Nigerian 
economy. Repercussions of rural-urban migration on urban centres and cities such as 
increase in crime rate, urban sanitation crisis, housing shortages, prostitution, etc 
were analysed. suggestions to heip reduce rural –urban migration to the  barest 
minimum such as provision of more social amenities and infrastructures in the rural 
areas , increased government support to Agriculture. It was concluded that rural 
–urban migration has a far reaching effect on both the rural and urban areas and hence 
Nigeria as a whole. Restructuring of the country such that more powers will be  
devolved to the  local governments , strengthening and improvements of the local 
government civil service  as well as provision of more infrastructures in the rural areas 
etc  were recommended
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1.0                                                    INTRODUCTION
Migration  according to Merriam – Webster Dictionary has the following shades of 
meanings : (1 to move from one place to another, especially to move from one country, 
region, or place of abode or sojourn to another with a view to residence; 2 to pass 
periodically from one region or climate to another; and 3 to transfer. The definition in 
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number one is applicable to this universal social phenomenon referred to as rural-urban 
migration, which  means movement of people from the village to the cities. Indeed loss 
of population by villages to nearby towns and cities is not in any way peculiar to 
Nigeria. Infact it is a social phenomenon which most countries of the world have at one 
time or the other experienced. For example as early as 1662 John Graunt, “citizen of 
London” and founder of demography and statistics had concluded that there was 
constant and heavy migration of people from the surrounding districts to the metropolis 
of London. As a result of his keen study of death certificate which he carried out in a 
manner that could encourage modern investors of real estate, he observed, “let the 
mortality be what it will, the city repairs its loss of inhabitants within two years.

John Graunt observed that in London there were more burials than christenings. 
Simply put, he said the number of persons who died during a given  period of time was  
higher than the number of children born during same giving period, but the city's 
population continued to grow larger. The people who made up the loss came from the 
surrounding villages. The story was the same in other towns in Great Britain, Europe in 
general and it was on a greater scale in the U.S.A in later centuries where between 1920 
and 1961 a total of 69,824,000 had left their farms for cities.(Smith. 1970)

Rural-urban migration in Nigeria is comparatively recent, and that is to say that it is not 
as old as it is in Europe and America. This is because the town in pre-colonial era were  
few and lacked all the attractions that lure villagers to towns today. In the absence of 
roads, railways and developed water ways as we know today, the towns were 
inaccessible.(Ocheja, 1983b). Apart from the problem of means of transportation the 
fear of being caught and sold into slavery inhibited movement to unknown towns and 
villages. We may therefore, say with some degree of accuracy that rural-urban 
migration began in Nigeria and indeed in many parts of Africa after the Whiteman had 
explored the continent, divided it up among themselves as colonies. 

  A renowned demographer who advanced eight factors said, “mass migration of people 
from rural district throughout the world but especially in the so-called underdeveloped 
countries are intertwined with a vast network of factors, forces and media. The broad 
social and cultural changes that have generated the massive movements and which 
have been instrumental in the development of urban countries that receive the migrants 
are as follows: (1) the development and extension of modern means of transportation 
and communication both those that link one  country with another and those that unites 
various parts of given country; (2). the first step in the development of what may 
eventually become a system of universal education in large number of the countries; (3) 
greatly increased contacts between the less-developed societies and those in various 
part of western world, especially those in which relatively strong middle class standard 
and value and a high degree of industrialization have combined to produce 
exceptionally high levels and standards of living ; (4) great social ferment among the 
masses, especially among the descendants of those who for centuries were so docile 
and tractable in the hands of the aristocratic element dominated their societies but who 
now have Settled down to administer the colonies. Thus the last few decades of the 19th 
century saw on a tolerable scale movement of rural inhabitants to urban centers. The 
rate increased between 1900 to 1940. By 1900 well over 1.0 million Nigerians were  
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urban dwellers and by 1950 about 8.0 million or 5.0 percent of the total population were 
already living in towns and cities and the trend later continued with more accelerated 
rate. By 1960 Nigerians who live in urban centers number about 20 to 30 million. While 
the rate of growth of the absolute population from 1950 to 1970 was 2.3 percent a year, 
over 7 percent of the population moved from villages to town yearly.
Nigeria first exported crude oil in 1958. This was followed by 651 million barrels 
which yielded a total of N609 million royalties in 1972. By 1973 the country had started 
to enjoy oil boom which lasted till 1976.( CBN, 1979) Oil boom brought with it rapid 
economic development. This and the creation of new states in 1967 and 1976  and later 
in 1987, 1991 and 1996, added attractions for rural- urban migration at a re doubled 
rate. By 1980 the number of Nigerians living in urban centers may be safely estimated 
at about 45-50 million people. According to the Lagos state Government bulletin ( 
2004), the Nigerian urban population rose from 3.2 million in 1953 to 10.6 million in 
1963and 31.2 million in 1991 and 62 7 million in 2004 and that 60?% of Nigerians 
would be living in cities by 2025. Given the serious negative impact of rural –urban 
migration in Nigeria,  it is therefore pertinent to analyse the consequences of rural 
urban migration with a view to proffering some solutions

2.0 MATERIALS AND METHODS
Literature on rural -urban migration were assembled from Journal, Conference 
proceedings , Bulletins etc, they were  , analysed ,  discussed .and reviewed.

3.0 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

3.1 The Class of People who Migrate and why they Migrate
Age and sex play a determinant role in migration and it will therefore be pertinent to 
examine the age and sex of the Nigerian citizens who move from their villages to seek 
fortune in our metropolis. The age of male migrants range from 17 to 35 but a large 
majority of them are between the ages of 20 and 25. (Ocheja, 1983) A considerable 
number of female Nigerians between this age group also migrate from village to towns 
but until recently the majority of female migrants were between 25 and 35 and they  are 
mainly unmarried women who could be found in petty trading and a host of other things 
including prostitution. The majority of them are illitrates. We can further classify 
Nigerian migrants into the highly educated, semi – literates and stark illiterates. As a 
rule well – to – do Nigerians do not migrate because for them the need to go out and 
look for a fortune is non – existent. They may travel out to buy mercantile wares from 
where they are cheap to sell in their own localities or in other towns and villages but 
they return to their home shortly after.  Their counterparts who cannot make ends meet 
leave their localities in search of livelihood in nearby cities and they do not usually 
return until they are dead or when they are too old to be employed in the factories or 
offices.  A close study of internal migration and especially migration from rural areas to 
urban centers has revealed that in all the countries of the world where this social 
phenomenon has taken place the factors, forces and media responsible for movement 
are all identical and a renowned Demographer who advanced eight factors said, “Mass 
migration of people from rural districts throughout the world but especially in the so-
called underdeveloped countries are intertwined with a vast network of factors, forces 
and media. The board social and cultural changes that have generated the massive 
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movements and which have been instrumental in the development of urban centers that 
receive the migrants are as follows: (1) the development and extension of modern 
means of transport and communication both those that link one country with another 
and those that unites various parts of a given country; (2) the first steps in the 
development of what may eventually become a system of universal education in large 
number of the countries; (3) greatly increased contacts between less-developed 
societies and those in various parts of Western World, especially those in which 
relatively strong middle-class standards and values and a high degree of 
industralisation have combined to produce exceptionally high levels and standards of 
living (4) great social ferment among the masses, especially among the descendants of 
those who for centuries were so docile and tractable in the hands of the aristocratic 
elements dominated their societies but who now are increasingly motivation by rising 
expectation to bring about change;(5) the enactment in some countries of large bodies 
of social legislations relating to hours of work, minimum wages, security tenure, paid 
vacations, severance pay and so forth, all which have been much effective in the urban 
districts than in the rural, thus helping to broaden the differentials in working condition 
in the two ; (6) the growing conviction of political and other leaders that 
industrialization offers the most promising solutions for a host of the acute and chronic 
problems with which their countries  must deal; (7) the onslaught in some countries, 
such as Vietnam, of extended periods of serious internal strife which has caused 
hundreds of thousands of rural people to seek safety in towns and cities; and (8) some 
fundamental change in the nature and functions of cities, leading to the expansion of 
employment opportunities '’
. 
With the exception of factor number (7) and a few cases, all the factors given, about are 
the same as those that lure Nigerians in the rural areas to urban centres. The creation of 
new states in 1967 and 1976 and later 1987, 1991, and 1996  with their capitals which 
pull population from the rural areas is a tremendous factor in rural – urban migration. 
There are also some other influences or media which cause specific persons to transfer 
to urban centres and among these media is the word – of – mouth reports and letters 
describing the advantage of life in the city by some  earlier migrants  which are sent 
back to their friends and relatives in the rural communities. This media is indeed very 
strong . there is a story of the  effect on youths of a letter sent to a friend by a secondary 
school leaver in 1956 who took up an appointment at Yola. One of the sentences which 
is yet   to be forgotten is, “Fulani girls are my pillows”. One can imagine the effect of 
this sentence on his friends who  were still in Dekina secondary school where free girls 
were not easy to come by.  Such stories are now told using mobile phones and social 
media out lets . .Availability of secondary schools and many other institutions of higher 
learning does also induce both youths and adults with many children who wants good 
quality education for their children to move to towns. Recruitments by many upper- 
class families of rural people as house boys/girls and grounds keepers and hiring in the 
rural districts of construction workers by government for projects do also contribute in 
no small measure to the attraction of rural population to cities.  The ease with which this 
class of people spend money give false impression that the cities are full of money. Yet 
another contributory factor to rural – urban districts to accept at face value the 
attractions of urban living described by young men who pass through or return to the 
countryside. Among those who influence rural citizens who may later move to the 
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metropolitan centers include transportation workers who pass through the rural 
districts, school teachers who have been reared or trained in the cities but whose jobs 
take them into the countryside, friends and relatives of rural folk who return from the 
city periodically to visit their comrades and kinsmen and many others who act as 
human link between the towns people and their rural counterparts. Indeed the role of 
various personal interaction in the motivation of rural – urban migrants cannot be over- 
emphasized. The motivation or the urge to move usually comes through human media 
to the rural population to whom it may be merely an illusion but they nevertheless 
respond actively to all the stories they are told about city life.(Ocheja, 1983a)

3.2 Impact of Rural – Urban Migration in Nigeria
The obvious advantage which this trend brought is rapid transformation of the society 
from the hitherto predominantly rural population to urban one. Employers in both the 
private and public sector had ready and steady source of labour but all economists agree 
that the drift of people from rural to urban centers portend eventual ugly problems. The 
first of such problems to manifest itself now is urban unemployment. Many of our 
cities abound in large number of unemployed persons.. The rate of establishment of 
industries in this country in general does not keep pace with the rate of movement of 
school leavers to cities.( NPC, 2007) Many of the job-seekers are educationally ill 
equipped. While most jobs in the towns today require people with vocational 
educational the bulk of the Nigerian students prefer to bag degrees and diplomas in 
literary education. The need for this kind of education which our colonial masters 
intentionally encouraged for reasons best known to them has been met by governments 
and many organisations. Our modern industries need technical and vocational 
education. Thousands of Nigerians from rural communities with little or no education 
of any kind are now roaming the streets of our towns in search of employments such as 
house boys/girls, cooks, cleaners, house guards and watchmen etc, but the jobs are not 
enough to go round.

One of the consequences of the exodus of people to towns is the problems of 
administration. Almost all our big cities cannot cope with the problem of 
administration because they lack both political leadership and trained administrative 
personnel. Very often the type of political leaders who emerge in our cities are non-
public spirited  whose only interest is to grab money. Our modern cities with the 
upsurge of populations of industrial workers need technocrats with cool headedness 
who can measure achievement in the amount and quality of service they render to their 
fellow countrymen. Those in the cities who aspire to lead lack education and therefore 
the right orientation. Many elites in our cities are not interested in the welfare of the 
cities due to  the ethnic politics which we play in this country. People who leave their 
villages as early as  the age of 17 continue to maintain all political and cultural ties with 
their villages even if they have no hope of ever returning to live there. To these class of 
Nigerians, were they live and work is not their concern. Ironically, some foreign 
entrepreneurs tend to show more interest in the economic development of our towns 
than many citizens who live and work in the same cities.

Owing to lack of political will, right educational orientation and philanthropy among 
Nigerian city administrators plans to cope with ever-increasing population are totally 
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absent and for these reasons provision of social amenities or facilities such as public 
conveniences, sewage disposal system, drainage, sanitary and health services are not 
properly rendered. The teeming population of youths call for provision of recreational 
facilities such as parks and games and sports grounds for youthful exuberance but these 
are never adequate in any Nigerian town and the inevitable consequence is the high rate 
of crimes. The youths having no means of letting out their excess energy, engage in 
drinking, gambling, fighting and  more recently, advanced fee fraud (419) ,cybercrime 
( yahoo, yahoo boys and girls) . Even with the governments supplementary efforts in 
providing low cost housing in urban centers the problem has proved intractable. 
Investors in real estate have sunk huge sums of money in this sector in the hope of 
making profits and providing accommodation for the thousands of homeless workers 
of our cities but the problem tends to grow worse and unless the movement to cities is 
controlled in future there will be no end to the problem of accommodation. (Mabogunje 
1986).  Abula and Adofu (2010)  reported that rural –urban migration has contributed 
to housing shortages in Nigeria. one compares the problem of accommodation with 
that of unemployment one may find that it is easier to find a job than it is to secure 
accommodation in some large towns in Nigeria.

What with the chaotic road traffic congestion in Lagos, Ibadan, Kaduna, Enugu and 
Benin. Workers in Lagos,  chose to own means of transport and those who take taxi or 
bus to their places of work leave their homes at about five o'clock in the morning when 
children are still sleeping. They arrive at their offices at 8am and reach their homes after 
the close of business at about 9pm when the young ones have retired to bed. On 
Saturdays and Sundays all their children from ages of 10 downward look at them as 
strangers. This is what traffic congestion does to many inhabitants of Lagos. One has to 
spend few weeks in Lagos to appreciate the decision by Late General Murtala 
Mohammed to move the Federal Capital from  Lagos to Abuja, Lagos was   literally 
overloaded with human beings, industries, transport vehicles and even houses which, 
having filled all the available ground spaces now grow upwards – storey buildings. 
Bridges, as we all know in this part of the world, are constructed across rivers, valleys, 
gullies or gorges but there are a thousand and one long bridges built across flat lands in 
Lagos and Abuja all aimed at easing the chaotic traffic problem that has defied all 
government efforts. Other cities and large towns of ours like Kano, Ibadan, Kaduna and 
Enugu would have for long become sources of worry but for the fact that these cities 
and towns are surrounded by expense of lands for their outward growth the nation has 
been spared of that problem yet. If however, they continue to grow at the rate they are 
all now doing one will only conclude that the evil days will surely come. The 
unexpected road traffic congestion experienced in Zaria can however be attributed to 
the grossly inadequate number of motorable roads and the rapidity with which the 
nation's wealth has grown in recent years but more of the problem is hinged to 
movement of people from the surrounding rural districts who have caused the number 
of taxi cabs to rise tremendously daily. Kaduna also has so much of this problem that it 
has conspicuously manifested itself between the two cities. Driving from Kaduna to 
Zaria or from Zaria to Kaduna in now as slow as driving through some of the streets in 
our large cities. At intervals of two or three kilometers you will meet a convoy of motor 
vehicles of different kinds following slowly behind a trailer or a petrol taker which 
majestically leads the rest and whose speed determines those of other vehicles 
following behind. The road between Zaria and Kaduna is about the most congested and 
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dangerous in  Kaduna State.( Ocheja, 1983a)
Our cities and towns are full to the capacity. There are as we have already examined 
many more people than jobs but jobless people must eat if they are to survive to 
continue the search for jobs. Some of the applicants stay as long as a year or more 
before they find employments and no matter the amount of money they take with them 
from their native villages it cannot last up to the time they secure jobs. Invariably they 
resort to sharing the meager earning and food with friends and relatives and only 
goodness knows the amount of hardship that this kind of unexpected extra 
responsibility brings on the families concerned. Where some of these applicants cannot 
find such people to fend for them they resort to pilfering, stealing and some of them are 
recruited and trained by armed robbery syndicates. Girls also who find themselves in 
this plight become victims of sex laxity. Some girls who left their villages with the 
original intention to get white collar jobs are known to have turned prostitutes. The 
evils of the rural-urban migration are many. Young men and women leave their homes 
at the time they still need their parents' guidance in moral living. In the cities they 
quickly discover that moral laxity was a normal thing and that observance of Christian, 
Muslim and African Traditional values are only meant for old men and women in the 
villages and this explains why urban centers are always fertile grounds for criminals of 
every description. They come to town at a time when they have not learned how to 
handle money and materials. Some of them may earn large amount of money but the 
money is usually spent on dispated life such as drinking, smoking, gambling and sex. 
Neither they, their parents at home or the nation benefits from this hopeless situation.

3.3                   Effects of  Rural-Urban Migration on the  Rural  Areas
The movement of people is always from villages to towns and cities and not both 
directions and this means rural depopulation. Whereas all our towns and cities are 
rapidly growing in population of men, women, boys and girls the villages are left with 
old and non-able-bodied people. (Ocheja, 1983a) A large majority of rural inhabitants 
today are people of 35 to 50 and only a negligible proportion are in the range of 60 to 80 
because villagers usually have far shorter life span as they lack health facilities that 
prolong urban dwellers' lives.

3.4                                 Suggestions for a Solution
 In Europe and America where this social malady first started the situation had begun to 
take care of itself before efforts were made at deliberate intervention by the 
governments. Those who could not find white collar jobs began to return to the land and 
people of above 45 to 55 who had left white collar jobs but who were still strong to 
engage in farming were encouraged to return to the land. In the U.S.A. over 2 million 
and 1.5 million returned from cities to take up agriculture in 1932 and 1945 
respectively and the trend continued until government started to give further 
encouragement through rural inter-grated schemes. The number of young Nigerians in 
our various cities who were apprentices in various local crafts and industries all over 
the country in the sixties was well over 1.0 million. These include blacksmith, 
goldsmith, carpentry, tailoring and many others and their number has since been 
growing very steadily. Since the raw materials for most of the crafts are in the rural 
areas, the apprentices will therefore eventually return to settle down in the villages that 
are not too remote from major roads and towns. The alternative which yields quicker 
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results for the various state and Federal Governments start off with rural-integrated 
scheme whereby a measure of some of the social amenities that draw people to towns 
should be provided in the rural centers. If villages have electric light, pipe-borne water 
supply, health, educational and recreational facilities and also try to encourage self-
employment such as agriculture with subsidized inputs, exodus of people to towns will 
be minimized. More rural development agencies should be established and should be 
well managed 

4.0                        CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

4.1                                                    Conclusion
Villages which had been the backbone of the nation have lost the able bodied  men and 
women to cities and agriculture is fast dying and unless a solution is found to this 
malady the nations' economy will be negatively affected, Rural–Urban migration has 
also led to upsurge in crime, sanitation challenges, housing shortages etc

4.2                                                 Recommendations
Government should step up efforts to provide more social amenities in the rural areas, 
Government should provid more incentives as well as encourage agriculture 
Government  should strengthen and improve the local government civil service. 
Restructuring  the country such that more powers will be devolved to the states and 
local governments 
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